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Five Years in Full-Time 
Ministry 
by Mike Bunce, 
Executive Director!
This summer I completed five 
years of full-time ministry with 
Common Ground and its 
offshoot, House to House.  Any 
Christian desiring to follow 
Jesus and serve Him as Lord is 
in full-time ministry whether 
they work for a ministry or McDonalds.  Paul had a job making tents while 
planting churches around the Roman Empire.  I wonder what he could have 
done if he had better financial support from the early Christians.  I have been 
blessed to be supported in prayer and financially by my church, Trinity 
Presbyterian, and many other faithful individuals from the beginning. #

As I look back on the first five years, it occurs to me that our ministry has never 
been limited to the families of our west Montgomery neighborhood. We 
minister to our supporters, to our volunteer workers, our mentors, the people 
who finance home renovations and everyone who comes in contact with us. 
Each person has the potential to be invited into a relationship with us so that we 
challenge them and are challenged by them about why and how we serve 
families the way we do.  Each relationship can involve teaching, encouragement, 
love and even discipline, depending on who may need these things.  #

The most important lesson I have learned so far:  Fear is a natural human 
reaction to the challenge of investing our lives in the messy business of helping 
the poor. But what God wants us to learn is that fear is the absence of faith. 
What really waits for us in these relationships is a blessing that humbles us and 
makes us question everything else we thought we knew about the prosperity we 
enjoy. We are all blessed to be a blessing (Gen. 12:3).  We need your blessing to 
continue our work and we need to share the blessing we receive from our work 
with you because this is also our work. This is how God is glorified. #

H2H Hires Cornelius Jackson 
Cornelius Jackson, or CJ as he is known by his many admirers, will take 
over our mentored life skills and discipleship programs beginning in 
October.  There was a short-lived tug-of-war between Common Ground 
and H2H when it became known that CJ was available and we both won. 
CJ will teach bible studies and oversee the after school program in the 
afternoon for Common Ground and coordinate our education programs 
with the rest of his week.  CJ established his reputation as an awesome 

leader while volunteering to teach our “Jobs for Life” component of our 52-
week class we call “Foundations”. This class includes a financial stewardship component and qualifies applicants for 
receiving one of our affordable rental homes.  He also lead lively discussions in the Foundations class around a David 
Platt video series called “Follow Me”. #

(continued on page 2)#
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Want to Serve With 
Us? 

We would love to have 
you come & serve our 
community. To find out 
more or to book your 

mission trip, please email 
our volunteer 
coordinator at 

delta@h2hlife.org 
Contact us! 

Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 5142  

Montgomery, AL 36103
  

Physical Address: 
1623 Mobile Road 

Montgomery, AL 36108 !
Office Phone: 
334-649-1534 

Email: 
delta@h2hlife.org 

Website: 
www.h2hlife.org
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CJ is the pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church and the father of two grown 
children. He and his wife also own a book store in Montgomery.  CJ grew up 
on the west side and has a testimony that includes learning some hard lessons 
about life on the streets and why everyone we serve should have hope that 
God can transform us to look and live like Christ. His heart for our 
neighborhood includes a desire to begin educational/discipleship 
opportunities for families already in our homes. He is also very 
interested in starting a men’s group. We look forward to seeing how 
God will use CJ to glorify himself through our educational and 
discipleship programs. 

River Region Alternative Gift Fair 
Returns  

The mission of the River Region 
Alternative Gift Fair is to offer folks in 
the River Region a convenient and fun 
way to give Christmas and other 
holiday gifts that have a redemptive 
effect on our community. To that end, 
they will host the second annual 
Alternative Gift Fair on Saturday, 
December 6, 2014 at the Cloverdale 
Campus of Huntingdon College, 1125 
East Fairview Avenue, from 10AM to 
2PM. It is called “Alternative” because 
the event seeks to offer an alternative 
to the stress and materialism that 
sometimes takes over our Christmas 
and holiday celebrations.#

!

The idea of the Fair is very simple. 
Area nonprofits like H2H will set up 
booths and be available to talk about 
their work. “Shoppers” will be able to 
buy “gifts” from these groups to give 
to their families, friends, co-workers, 
teachers, and clients. But these gifts 
will not be something tangible to give 
the gift recipient. Instead, they will 
fund specific needs of the nonprofit—
for example, $10 for a sheet of drywall 
for one of our houses.  Gifts will be 
available at a variety of prices, starting 
at $5. Last year there were over 96 
gifts to choose from. The gift 
recipient will receive a card 
recognizing the gift—not to mention 
the warmth that comes from being 
associated with the participating 
groups’ important work in the 
community.  #

We hope to see you there, so mark 
your calendar now! !
!
!
!

H2H and Common Ground Attend CCDA 
by Zach Beasley, Director of Operations!!

# On Tuesday, September 23, the staff of House to House and Common Ground loaded a bus 
and headed to Raleigh, NC for the annual Christian Community Development Conference 
(CCDA). The theme of the conference this year was “Flourish” taken from Jeremiah 29. Our hope 
was that we would meet and fellowship with like-minded people and that we would encourage 
one another to keep our hands to the plough. During the course of the week I was graciously 
reminded that the Lord has a heart for the poor and takes care of his own. As I went to 
workshops, I heard story after story about how the Lord was working in communities across the 
world. The workshop that impacted me the most involved “high risk” loans. This term can apply 
to loans for individuals with lower credit scores, criminal records, small or no down payments or 

sketchy employment histories. I learned how to better help individuals who are trying to rebuild their credit to obtain home and 
business loans. We have seen firsthand, the importance of understanding this complex problem and using every tool at our 
disposal to help families get approved for the loans they need to buy a house or start a business.  
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Seeking Construction Manager 

H2H is looking for someone with 
residential construction experience 
to oversee the renovation of homes 

in our neighborhood. While we 
always contract with licensed 

plumbers, electricians and HVAC 
subcontractors, most of the 
remaining work is done by 

volunteers with a wide range of 
experience.  This position includes 

establishing and monitoring the 
budgets for each house and 
obtaining all required City 

inspections.  The construction 
manager also takes a few minutes 

with each volunteer group to 
explain how and why we help the 

families in our neighborhood.  Not 
all of our volunteers or 

subcontractors are Christians when 
they come to help the first time.  If 

you are interested, or know of 
someone who may be, please call 

Mike at (334) 391-0076.#

!
Photos: (page 1 top) Trinity Presbyterian 

volunteers, (pg. 1 bottom) “CJ” H2H’s new 
director of discipleship,  (pg. 2 top) Seven 

Rivers Volunteers break for Nancy’s Italian 
Ice, (pg. 2 center) last years’s Alternative 

Gift Fair at Huntingdon College#


